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SERMON 


Before the Right Honvurable, 
FHE 


Lord Mayor 7 


AND 


Court of Aldermen, 
Of the Ciry of LONDON, 


At Guildhall-Chappel, Augu#t 18. 1678. 
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By RoBERT NEVILLE, B.D., Late 
Fellow of King's ( ollege in Cambridge, and 


now Rector, of Anſty in Hertfordſhire. | | 


DD — 


Eo 


LONDON; 
Printed for * Ber. © Billingſley, at the Printing-Prefs 
in Corahil, near the Royal Exchange. 1679. 


. 
* ——_— 


Re. 6, Ce 
"% "FF XÞ 


why SY _ we « 67. te ,4 ? - ” ay his 2h SES Tx 1 5 _— 'q , OY. 
4 4 * F # E 


$32600025200 22026622822 
AC ECSPEOS GOGOTYOPEOS 
To the Worſhipful 
My much Honoured Kinſman, 


EDWARD CHESTER, 


ESQUIR E, 


Of Cc ocken-hatch in the County of Hertford. 


Honoured Sir, 
ESE  E Learned and Famous Lord Ve- 
W829 rulam, delivering his Opinion of the 
NE Dedication of Books, declares himſelf no 
Ce Friend to Addreſſes of that Nature; be- 
en cauſe Books ought to have no Patrons but 
Truth and Reaſon. But. bad that Right Honourable 
Perſonage received ſo many ſignal and noble Favours 
rom any one, 4s you have liberally diſpenſed to me and 
mine, 1 am apt to believe he would himſelf have Licenſed 
the Dedication of this Diſcourſe to you, eſpecially if 1 
had firſt convinced him ( as I could by many unanſwe- 
rable Arguments, were he now living ) that that Book 
which may be allowed to ſhelter it ſelf under your Pa- 
tronage, may be truly ſaid to have both Truth and 
Reaſon for its Patrons : Your great Truth, Juſtice and 
Integrity, 


Integrity, being as well known to all that have any" 
(oncerns with you, as your ſtrong Reaſon is to thoſe 
that dare attempt to converſe you. But T fear, 
Sir, I commit a Rape upou- your Modeſty, and grow* 
troubleſom to you, by prefenting you ( though only ) 
with this ſmall Map of your Vertues, which I know 
you defire ſhould rather be as a Terra incognita, 
than that many Eyes ſhould travel over, and make diſco-. 
veries of them. T ſhall not therefore put you to the 
Penance of reading more of your own ( though jus ). 
Commendations, but beg your Pardon for thus Violence 
offered to your Nature, by forcing your Name from 
' the Privacy of your ſo beloved Retirement into a publick 
View ; the Grant whereof will be no ſmall Acceſſion to 
thoſe Kindneſſes and Favours, which have entitled you 
to the Publick Acknowledgments of, 


Honoured Sir, 
Your much obliged Kinſman, 


and faithful.and humble 
A»yſtzy, Oftob. Servant, 


I9. 1678. 
ROB. NEVILLE. 
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| Preached before the 


L 0 RD MAYOR; 
Augnsit 18. 1678. 


The oth: wh the Fenty to the Hebrews, 
Part of the 27th Verſe. 


—But after this the Judgment . 


mg HE World is now arrived toſuch a height 
Wy of Scepticiſm and Prophaneneſs, as to de- 
WT light to unravel all Principles both of 
T7 Reaſon and Religion : fo that in this de- 
=_— cncrate Age we are put upon the Proof 
"of. thoſe things, which are ſo plain of 
themſelves, that to endeavour to illuſtrate, or make 
themplainer, is but to lend Light to the Sun, or Water 
to the Sea. And ſuch are theſe Principles, That God 7s, 
Y and Al. things were made by kim. Which great and 
9 Funda- 


o * WW 
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Fundamental Principles of Religion, by the bold Ca- 
vils of wicked Atheiſts, we are forced to prove ; Pro- 


felsd Atheiſm being now ſet up, and the thing in faſhi- 
on 3 it being now the only Badge and Signature of a 


Modern Wit, to be one of David's Fools, and not only : 


ſay in his Heart, but make publick Proclamation, that 
there is no God. And the Specplative Atheiſt, who, if 


he had any being at all, was, till this preſent Age; ei- 


ther under a Diſguiſe, :or elſe behind the Hangings, is 
not now afraid to pull off his Mask, his Diſguiſe, and 
appear the Man that dares put Sarcalmsupon God, and 
lampoon Religion upon the Publick Stage of the 
World. And thoſe who are not ſuch Profcients in 
Atheiſm, as to deny the Exiſtence of a Gold, have vet 
arrived to ſo high a Degree of Wickednels, as to proſti- 
tute God's Mercy, theQueen of his Attributes, to their 
Luſts and Impieties, as if they had a deliga to battle 
God's Veracity with his Clemency, and make his Long- 
ſuffering wear out the ſence of his Juſtice. Through 
their Shallowneſs and Shortneſs of Diſcourſe, they fool 
themſelves into a preſuming upon God's Mercy, refem- 
bling thoſe prophane Perſons St. Peter ſpeaks of, who 
ſcoffed at the Principles of Religion, and derided the 
Expectations of a future Judgment, ſaying, - 2 Pet. 3.4. 
Where is the Promiſe of his Coming ® for ſince the Fathers 
fell aſleep, all things continue as they were from the begin- 
ring of the Creation. To ſuch asthele let me return in 
Anſwer, that there is an — to be paid in 
another World, the greateſt Slaughtdr in the Tragedy 
of the Sinner being reſerved for the laſt Act; Eternal 
Death, Hell, and Judgment are in the Cataſtrophe, and 
will ( when this Life 1s ended) be uſher'd in, and 
brought upon the Stage 3 which 1s ſufhciently intima- 
ted to us in theſe words of my Text, *Þut after this the 
Tudgment, 
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Jadgnes: The Scope Importance of which 
ords will atford us this Propoſition, 


That after this Life thert is « Judgment to come, or 4 
future State of Reward and Puniſhment. | 


The Truth whereof I ſhall manifeſt and evince from ; 
theſe two Topicks. | Be 


I. From Reaſor, or the Principles of Nature. 
Il. From Scriptare, and Divine Revelation, 


TL. A Judyment to.come, or a future State, may be 
proved from Reaſon, or the Principles'of Nature. And (a) 4nimm 
hence it was, that every Sect of Men, that did preſcribe »/f:r 45c6ze 


quod gratwle- 


Morality, did teachan Afﬀer-Life. —_—_ Was More ge- 7,,. 65; cum 
h 


nerally believed among the Heathens. Their Tribunal Queen: fone 
fenebr #1, qut- 


below, where three moſt ſevere Judges were appomt-4,,11,2 7.” 
ed," meant the ſame thing ai Os Padainent's codes 
thetr E/7zian Fields were buta Poetical Paradiſe ; their Fry Les 
"Phlegethoy, or River of Fire, was ſet to expreſs our v3; x is 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone. And (a) Seneca clearly 79» remxi- - 


points out a future State to us, wherein our Mind ſhall aedrand, 
have ſufficient cauſe to congratulate its own Happineſs, x) 72s 70 Tefl- 
when it ſhall be dehivered out of that Darkneſs, in which 15721 b; 


pe . - S ExVal, 
t was here involved, and return again to Heaven. —Y wy 65.4 


And (b) Plato affirms, That Men live again after Death, vi; ayaroy 


II 1 Vas, THis 
and that good Mens Souls enter into a better, but evil meters Fans 


Mens into a worſe State than before, And the Platoin Phe- 


Hiſtorian Salv5# introduces *Portivs Cato, poſitively CE) ——_ 


maintaining in a Speech of his to the Roman Senate, zoe males 4 
That after this Life ended, good and bad eMen go to 99s 1» lacs 


different Places, awd the Wicked in particular into (c) dif} He Sat 6 19 
nal and dreadful Places of Miſery and Torment, And S*loit. Bell. 
B 


» - Catil. 
this 
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this he declares in oppoſition to no lefs a Man than 

Cains Ceſar, who. ( in 'a Speech of his made juſt be- 

fore ) prophanely affirmed, - that after Death there was 

(d) Ultra #0 Place, either for (d_) Joy or Sorrow, Happineſs or Miſery. 
mortem neque And Tully (a) introduces Socrates arguing - after this 
cure, neque manner: * That there are two Ways of departing 
gaugio locum < Souls, leading to.two contrary States of Felicity and 
eſe. ibid. < Miſery : Thoſe who had defiled themſelves with 
(e) Dwar ofſi « ſenſual Vices, let looſe the Reins to their Luſts, and 
zias, dupli- © been injurious to the Common-wealth, are dragg'd 
ceſq curſws ©to a Place of Torment, and for.ever excluded - from 
animorum © the bleſſed Society above ; but thoſe who had kept 
orpore exce- « their Integrity and Chaſtity, whilft united to the Bo- 


dentium :  « dy, and had imitated the Divine Life of the Celeſtiat 
<* Inhabitants, by an eaſy and open way returned to 


_ qui ſe 
HMAanis viti- 
is 0% Dar < that God, from whom. they firſt came. 

nofſent, & ſe | $42, 

totos libidinibus dediſſent, vel in Republica violanda fraudes inexpiabiles concepiſ= 
ſent, iis devium quoddam iter efſe, ſecluſum a concilio Deorum. Dui antem ſe in- 


tegros eaſtoſq; ſervaſſent, quibusqs fuiſſet minima cum corporibus contagio, eſſentqz, 
in corporibus humanis vitam imitati Deorum, bis ad illos a quibus eſſent profetii 


facilem reditum patere. Tuſc. Queſt. lib, r. 


The Notion of a future Judgment is ſo obvious to 
the Capacity of every Natural Man, that when St. 
Paul, (Atts 24.25.) reaſoned about it, Felix, though 
2 Heathen, trembled at it. And the fame Apoſtte dif- 
courling to the AiLerians,, ( the great Lights of the 
Gentile World) and teaching them the ſeventh Article 
of our Creed, As 17. ZI. That God hath appointed 


a Day in which be will judge the World : Though he 


found ſome that mocked, when they heard of the Re- 


Girre&ion of the Dead, yct there wage none that ob- 
jected. 
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jected any thing againft'the Day of Judgment. That 


was an Univerſal Principle, acknowledged and con- 
fels'd by all, 'who cither believed themſelves, or a 
God, or a Conſcience. And Ariſtotle ( the Prince of 
Philoſophers ). grants, that there are &1A&' «yd, 
ſome things abſolutely good, ſo good, that a Man 
ſhould rather quit his own Life than the Praftice of 
them : Some things again he affirms to be abſolutely 
evil; ſo evil, that, rather than them, a Man ought to 
make Death and Torments the Objects of his Choice; 
and ſuch Evils are, Treaſon againſt-our Country, In- 


' ceſt, Perjury, and the like. Now this great Philoſo- 


pher in affirming this, is neceſſarily concluded by his 
own Principles to grant another Life to come, much 
better and happier than this to the Good and Vertuous, 
and another State of Life, much worſe than Death for 
unjuſt and vitious Perſons. Nor do -his own Princi- 
ples onely,* but thoſe of Nature alſo, lead him-to this; 
for every thing that hath a Being, does by an indiſ- 
penfible Law of Nature, defire the Continuance of that 
being, but moſt of all its Well-being, or bettering its 
preſent State. Now it Mens Hopes or Fears were ter- 
minated in this Life, as they- muſt, unleſs we grant a 
future State, every Man were obliged in reaſon to ſeek 
the Preſervation of his own Life before all other 
things; and no Action could be unjuſt, no Practice 
culpable, whereby he endeavoured the Continuation 
of his preſent being 3 becauſe nothing could be (o ill to 
him as Death, or the having no being, and nothing ſo 
good as Life. But for a Man to ad baſcly and 
unworthily to fave his Life, was diſallowed by the very 
Heathens 3 and that, becauſe they ſaw by the Light - 
of Nature, that there was a future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments ; a Sence whereof cauſed that famons 
B 2 Heathen, 
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Heathen, AMitilivs Negulys, to endure a moſt cruel. 
and painful Death, rather than betray his Country, or 
break his Oathz which he would: never have done, 
had he not been of the fame Opinion with Tewfy, when 
he ſaid, That the Death of famous Men was as it were a- 
CH) Onew low (f) Paſſage, or Change of Life, which was wont to be 
74ſt mugrati- thew Genvey to Heaven and Happineſs, So that you 
ene £292:%- cannot but diſcern, that this Perſuaſion of a future 
vre,quecln; State is ſo natural to. our Reaſon, thit even Heathens 
-cigy 7 wg -Were not without its it being nat indeed imaginable, 
{/:. Tuſcul. that God ſhould not have given all Men ſufficient 
Quzlt. liv.1. Proofs and Arguments of ſo unportant a Principle of | 


Religion as this 18, 


As for thoſe Perſons, upon whoſe Eaſe and Senſii- 
ality a future State ſeems to caſt no favourable Aſpedt, 
we may expett that all fuch ſhould bribe their Conſci- 
ences to disbelieve it, The Drunkard, who neither 
muſt nor can keep the remembrance of his Cups, can- 
not endure to. apprehend he muſt be called to an ac- 
count of them. The Man, whoſe Luſt prevents the 
Grave, and who drops by piece-meal into rotten 
Duſt, before he returns to Earth, muſt needs be un- 
willing that there ſhould be a Refurredion, to collec 
the ſcatter'd, the foul Atoms of his Sin, and his Diſeaſe, 
and ſhew them at that Tribunal, before God, his holy 
Angels, and Mankind. And .Athenagoras hath given 
it for a Rule, That the denying of the Reſurrection,. 

ee) Koyzy and another Lite, 1s the -(g) only beloved Dodtrine 
pz 4, v-- Of the voluptuous Epicure; and he that hath once 
tr «5 3x0: transformed himſelf into that Swine, hath his Optick 
wiceie. Nerves ſo ill placed, that ( as Plutarch obſerves of 
4cbenag. de other Swine ) he never (ces Heaven again, till he be 
nortucrum. Jaid on his Back, never till then thinks of a Judgment 


mortuorum. 
to 


to come 3' the Certamnty whereof may appets to any 
fober; con{iderative, though mecr Moral Man, from 
theſe three things; ; 


1. The uncqual Diſtribution of Rewards and Pu- - 
niſhments in this World. 7 


2, Thoſe natural Hopes and ExpeGations, which 
good Men have of a State of perfect Hap- 


pincſs. 


3, Thoſe natural Fears, which wicked Men uſaal-- 
ly have of a State of Torment. 


Firſt, The Certainty of a future State may appear, 
from the unequal Diſtribution- of Rewards and 
Puniſhments mn this World, 


Nothing is more generally received, than that God 
is good and juſt, that good Adtions ſhall be crowned 
with Rewards, and evil Actions chaſtiſed with: Tor-: - 
tures and Puniſhments. And yet we ſee the Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence ſo unequally diſtributed in this 
Life, that Rewards are not correſpondent to the Ver- 
tues, nor Puniſhments proportionable to the Sins of 
Men 3 but that, Eccleſ;9, 2. There is one Event to the 
Righteous, aud to the Wicked, Thereiore we muſt in- 
Reaſon conclude, either that the Judge of all the 
Earth does not doRight; or elſe, that there isa Judg- 
ment to come, 10 Which he will give undeniable Proofs 
of his Juſtice, by rewarding every one according ta - 
his Works. Tis true indeed, that Vertue may be- 
Rid te reward, and Vice to inflict and pynilh it (elf, . 

in- 
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in regard of thoſe Satisfactions which attend the one, 
and thoſe Troubles that accompany the other : but 
theſe are ſuch kinds of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
which ( unleſs Men were ſupported by the Hopes of 
a future State ) would never encourage them to over- - 
come thoſe Difficulties, which ſometimes they meet 
in the ways of Vertue ; it being impoſſible, that the 
moſt entire Poſſeſſion of Vertue ſhould always in this 
Life be a ſufficient Reward to it ſelf, or able to 
countervail all the Coſts and Grievances, with which 
the beſt Men may be charged and oppreſsd. So that 
Vertue in this Life is a ſufficient Reward- to it {elf, 
only 7 Spe, in Hope, in Reverſion 5 not Re, not 
actually, and for the preſent 3 only ſo far as our cer- 
tain Hope of another Life is inſeparably wedded to the 
Practice of Vertue in this. And this brings me to 
the ſecond thing, from which the Certainty of a fu- 
ture State may appear 3 and that 1s, 


Secondly, Thoſe Natural Hopes and ExpeQations, 
which good Men have of a State of perfect 
Happineſs. 


This State 1s the Object of their greateſt Ambition ; 
and if we conſider, that the Attainment of it in this Life 
Is above the Sphere of Poſlibility, we muſt then con- 
clude, that this perfe&t and compleat Happineſs is the 
Reward of another Life 5 otherwiſe Mankind muſt 
be defeated of its greateſt Expeftancies, be fruſtrated 
of its chicf End, by being naturally and ſtrongly in- 
clined to ſuch a Degree and State of Happineſs, as it 
can never be Maſter of ; as if Man were defignedly 
made, to be ground between thoſe two' Paſſions of 
Deſire and Deſpair 3 between an unſatiable Defire 

of 
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of. Happineſs, and an Impoſlibility of enjoying what ' 


he.ſo earneſtly d-fires and purſues, - 


Thirdly, The Certainty of a future State may ap- 
pear from thoſe Natural Fears, which wicked 
Men uſually have of a State of Torment, and 
of a_ Judgment to come. 


God hath ſet up a Candle ( as the Wiſe Man calls 
Reaſon ) in the Souls even of Natural Men ; and by 
this Light, they that ſit in Darkneſs, the prophaneſt 
Atheifts in the World, at one time or other behold 
themſelves as wicked Matefactors, and God as a ſevere- 
and terrible Judge. This Candle of Reaſon, or Na- 
tural Conſcience, may burn dim, being compaſsd 
about with the damp of Mens Corruptions 3 but it 
can no more- be put out, than the Lighr of the Sun z 


.and this prineipal-Ray or. Beam of: our' Souls, this: 


Judge within us, could not be fo ſufpicious of our 
Actions, nor ſo inquiſitive after. every Circumſtance, 
that may aggravate our Sins, were it not deputed by 
the Supreme Judge of Heaven and Earth, to bring us - 
to a further Judgment. And though there will be a 
General Day of the great and laſt Judgment, when. 
Chriſt Jeſus ſhall mount the Tribunal, and fit as a 
Jidge 3 yet every day he keeps a private Sefſtons in - 
our own Breaſts, where Conſcience fits as his Deputy 
or Vicegerent. So that as often as this inviſible Judge. | 
gives its Charge within us, and rouzes and awakens us- 
with any Admonitions, or Inſtructions, any Checks 
or Reprehenſions, we muſt not think them-the meer 
Effects of Natural Melancholy, nor ſtudy tor Expe- : 
dients, how to darken the Mind, divert Thought, - 


and fence out Refledion;. but look upon them as: 
- ſeaſfon--- 
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ſeaſonable Warnings to prepare our” ſelves to anfiver 
all thoſe Endi&ments. and Accufations, . that ſhall be 


drawn up, and brought in againſt us, at the Great 
and General Aj/zzes of the Day of Judgment. 


Now theſe Natural Fears of a future Judgment do | 


uſually ſeize upon all kinds of Men,even thoſe who have 
been placed as the moſt ſhining and glorious Lights, in 
the Higheſt Orb of Dignity and Government. And 
we may find in the Hiſtories of all Ages, that Kings 
and Potentates have been no more Proof againſt the 
Alarms of Conſcience, and the Terrors of a future 
State than other Men. Whence 1t came to pals, that the 
Roman Emperour, Tiberixs, in ſpite of his great For- 
tunes, his ſtrong Guards, and his ſeveral Divertifements 
at Cqpree, could not but confeſs in his Letters to the Ro- 
A 4 the Tortures and Puniſhments his Soul endured to be 
ſuch, that he thought the Gods could not inflict 
greater. Now what was 1t that did extort from him 


this Confeſlion of his Tortures, but the Horror of a - 


future State > there beg nothing elſe! that one in 
his Circumſtances, of Power and Greatneſs, ſhould 


have need to ſtand in fear of. 


And what again was the reaſon that the Emperour 
Nero, notwithftanding all his ſinging and rioting 


through the chiefeſt Cities of his Empire, had yet the 


Guilt of his Impieties, to interrupt his Pleaſures ? 
What -made him t#rewble m the. Temples of the Gods, 
as if the Powers above had appeared like revenge- 


(3) Facrrorum $11 Fries (7)to his conſcious and guilty Spirit > Whar, 


recar aatrone 


111944 ti- Ifay, was the reaſon of it, but a fear of an Afier- 


pore vin: reckoning in another State, for his prodigious and 
C1T, Vil, 44%. LY 


man Senate, (h) Tormenta *Pedoris, ſudsq; *Panas ;. 
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lewd Impieties ? For (as a late.* Author hath with 


+ Nr. Cr4- 


oreat ſtrength of Reaſon told us ) © The Conlide- 4% is bis 


< ration of the Day of Judgment, rather with De- 


Sermon on Ec- 
cleſ. g, 2- prea- 


< ſpair than Hope, is the Reaſon why the Wicked chcd before the 
<are ſo ill governed, and often ſo unhappy in their © #10: 


« Proſperity, and ſo comfortleſs in Aﬀijdion. And 
as Azutipheron, through a Diſeaſe in his Eye, thonght 
he always had his own Image before him: Sowicked 
Men (be they never fo great ) will ſometimes have 
before them the ugly Image of their Sin, and the 
hideous Shape of that Puniſhment which is feared 
and expected by them in another World, He ſim 
impiis aſſidue dome3ticeq; Farie, ſays the Roman 
Orator 3 Theſe are the Furies that follow thoſe 
guilty Men with Torches, and flaſh Hell-ire into 
their Faces, and ſo fear and diſtract their Minds, that 


Plato concludes, that if their Breaſts * were tranſ- E475, 
alugiv tmion- 
Tas Nao huts 


parent, we {hould {ee ſuch Wheals and Gaſhes upon 


Eay Tis GAnv 


their Minds, as Rods of Iron, and Scourges of /#-lib. g. de 
Steel make upon the mangled Bodies of condemned __ 


Malefactors. 


Nor indeed can the moſt obdurate Sinners, who 
uſe all their endeavours to ſuppreſs the Thoughts of 
a future State, ſo ſtifle and check them, but that 
they will haunt and purſue them. And as there is 
no Man living, that is wholly quit of the Fears of 
fature Miſery after Death ; fo there is no Creature 
but Man, that is moleſted by them : For which, if 
there be no ſufficient Ground or Reaſon, we muſt 
then impeach the great Creator of the World, for 
making Man alone a needleſs Torment and Burthen 


- to himſelf, 6 
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And as thoſe SO LAN in the Souls and 
Minds of Men, do indicate and proclaim a future 
Judgment ; fo alſo thoſe little Diſorders and Altera- 
tions in Nature, (ſuch as are frightful Eruptions 
from the Earth, wonderful Eclipſes of the Lights of 
Heaven, the ſtrange Fires ſometimes diſcovered in 
the Air, the mighty Tremblings of the Earth ) may 
ſeem (like Feruſalez: pictured upon a Tile by the 
Prophet ) as little Maps and Imitations, as Effays 
and Aſſurances of that dreadf1l Confuſion, which 
ſhall cover the whole Face of Nature at the laſt Day 
of Judgment, and as kinds of *Preludia to that 
Day, when the Sun ſhall be clothed with Darkneſs, 
and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat 5 and the 
Earth, with all the Works therein, ſhall be burnt up. 


And thus having proved a Judgment to come, 
from Reaſon, and the Principles of Nature, 
I come now to prove 1t, 


II. From Scripture, and Divine Revelation. 


'Tis true indeed, that Temporal Things are more 
expreſly inſiſted upon in the Promiſes and Threat- 


_nings of the Old Teſtament, by reaſon of the 


Groſneſs and Dulneſs of the Fews, who doting very 
much uv ſenſible things, were therefore more 
eaſy to be wrought upon by ſuch Propoſals. But 
that theſe things were never defigned as the chief 
Motives of Religion, may appear from the ſeveral 
Calamiries that fell upon ſome of the beſt Men of 
thoſe Ages. So that to have made the Promiſes of 
Temporal Felicities,the chick Supports and' Pillars of 

their 
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their Faith, had been the Toy way to undermine 
it, and a ſafficient Motive to them to diſbelieve 
thoſe Promiſes, which by their own wotful experi- 
ence they had found falſe. The principal Evidence 
therefore ofa future Judgment,is to be found in the 
New Teſtament, where 'tis ſaid, 2 Cor. 5. 10. That 
we mu$t appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chrisf, 
that every one may receive the Things done in his Body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. And that, 2 17m. 1. 10. Chriit hath brought 
Life and Immortality to Light through the _ 
And in the Verſe of my Text, It is appointed to Mex 
once to die, but after this, the Fudgment. | 


Being then thus perſwaded of a future Judgment, 
of what .Rock and Adamant muſt that Heart be 
made, which will not tremble with Felix 2 What a 
ſtrange thing is it, that as in Arabia the Ice and 
Chryſtal are congealed by the power of Divine 
Fire, and not by Cold, as * Diodorxs tells us; fo 
theſe icy Chryſtal Hearts of ours ſhould be frozen 
by that Fire of Heaven, which ſhall melt and dif- 
ſolve the World at the Day of Judgment 2 Eſpeci- 
ally if we conſider, that the Great Judge, who ſhall 
then paſs Sentence upon us, hath theſe three Pro- 
perties to repreſent him dreadful to us, which can 
hardly center and meet together in any Perſon 
here upon Earth 3 


C 2 i 1. Clear 


* Yr 06s 
Tvess upd pe- 
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. x, Char Knowledge. «+ 

2. Entire Fuilice. = | 
3. Uncontrollable "Power. | 


th r. The great Judge of Heaven and Farth hath 
Clear Knowledye. 


Want of clear Evidence ſometimes puts Men to a 
melizs inquirendum, to a ſecond Enquiry, and makes | 
the Judg ( as the Cuſtom was among the Romans ) | 
write a Nos: liquet, and the Jury (as amongſt us) | 
| | confels an Teroramas. But this cannot without 
| Blaſphemy be affirmed of the ur Judge of Hea- 

l || ven and Farth, who is Omniſctent, who is of the | 
| Privy-Council to all our Thoughts ; he needs no Y 
other Evidence, no other Witneſs than our moſt . 
fecret Thoughts againſt us; the darkeſt Corners of 
our Heatts are open and. known to him. He is 
| . . greater than our Hearts, and knowerh all things, 
r John 3.20. Masks, Paintings, and Difguifings, 
M other things, if they add no: Beanty, yet they 
conceal Deformities 3 but im relation to God, all 
this Coſt and Labour is. loſt. Nothing is more de- 
formed in the Eye of God, than a periwigg'd 
painted Sinner, than a carnal Man talkmg of the 
Spirit, than a Wolf in Sheeps Clothing, than a 
wicked Man ( like that nickel Woman. in the 
Preverbs) wiping his Mouth, and ſaying, I have 
done no evil. He can ſee Feroboam's Wite in her 


Diſguiſe, and the Devil.in Saxzvel's Mantle, 


From. 
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From God no Cloud: can ſhadow us, no- Deep 
can cover us, no Mountain can hide us. He faw 
Adam, though he hid himſel He found out 
Cain's bloody Crime, when no Man impeached or 
accuſed him. Achar's Sacrilege was cloſely carried, 
yet God's Eye was upon him: and though Dazi4 
drew the Curtains, and carried his Adultery with 
Bathſheba as prrvate as he could, yet God diſcover- 
ed him. He can ſearch Fernſalens with Candles, Zeph. 
£. 12, pry into the moſt concealed ſecret Sin. 


Let the Pretences of our Actions be never ſo 
fair, yet God firſt or laſt will pull . off their Mask 
and Diſguife, and ſhew them as they are to the 
World. | 


I have read of one *Phryne, a fair Curtezan, that 
feaſting one day among her Companions, ſhe re- 
commended to them this Sport __ Divertiſement, 
namely, That whatſoever one did, all the re5# ſhould 
follow, and do the ſame. To which when they had 
all conſented, Pkryze calls for Water, and waſhes 
her Face, whoſe Example all the reſt follow ; which 
when they had done, they appeared wrinkled and 
deformed, becauſe they were painted 3 but ſhe 
"as having uſed no ſach Art) ſeemed much the 

irer, Now as the Latin Poet tells us, 


Ludit ia humanis Diving Potentia rebus $ 


And' 
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And 'tis a kind of Sport and Recreation to God, 
to diſcover falſe Play among Men, to waſh off the 
fair Colours from foul Actions, as well to expoſe 


the Aftor to the Scorn of the World, as to ſhey the 


Beauty of his own Knowledg. 


*Philip of Macedon diſplaced a Magiſtrate for 
colouring his Beard, as — that he might 
colour a Cauſe too. But this Trade of painting and 
colouring Cauſes, is no Trade, either of Repute or 
Advantage, ſince the outward Paint cannot conceal 
the internal Evil fromthe Knowledg of God: who 
if he does not preſently waſh off the Paint here, 
will be fo juſt as to puniſh the Painter at the Day 


of Judgment. 


And this brings me to the ſecond Property, that 
repreſents the great Judge of Heaven and Earth 
terrible to us 3 and that 15, 


2. Entire Futice. 
An Earthly Judge or Meyrn_ may ( like Ly- 


174% fmachys) patronize and defend Injuſtice, and like 


amor erga 


Pompeium - thoſe Judges in Beerſheba, ſpoken of in 1 Say. 8. 3. 
7a me 41 He may turn aide after filthy*Lucre, take Bribes, and 


wt que lt uti- 


bs ſunt 5 que pervert Judgment, and in trying a Cauſe be no les 
_ {75d biaſſed than Twllywas by his Love to Pompey, when he 
let fall theſe words, ſovery ill becoming the Mouthof 


emma Of era 


© re4#42:4- a great Conſul and Orator of Rowe, The Love of *Pom- 


antur, Tull, | : 
E Pi. lib. 1, PEY 7s ſo prevalent with me, that I cannot but make his 
Epiit. 8. ad Profit and Advantage the Standard of Juſtice, and take 


Lentulum, 
was” þ 
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Meaſures from what is pleaſing to hint, not from 
what is really juSt and right. 4 he 


Earthly Magiſtrates may be partial, and reſpe& 
Perſons, not Cauſes. Thus - Philip Comires com- 
plains, that many Mens Offices and: Lands were ta- 
keu from them for running away in the Battel be- 
tween Lewis the Eleventh, and the *Burenndiarns, 
| and given to thoſe who ran nine Miles further than 


they: 


Dat veniam Corvis, vexat cenſura Columbas. 


Here in-earthly Courts. of Judicature, Innocence 
may ſometimes be under the Laſh, when Guilt &- 
capes without a Blow. The Eye of Partiality over- 
looks great Ones, and only kills the ſmall and puny 
Offenders. Thus Sax! deſtroys the common 
People, but ſpares their King 5 the unprofitable 
poor Vulgar muſt die, but Agag may procure vaſt 
Sums of Money for his Ranſom, therefore he ſhall 
live : But no: ſuch Injuſtice-can be found in the 
Fudge of all the Earth. Juſtice is one of his inſe- 
parable Attributes, it is Eſſential to him 3 'he dwells 
with Juſtice, P/al. 89. 14.  FJuitice and Judgment - 
are the Habitation of his Throne. Nay, he 1s . Juſtice 
it (elf. | 


Juſtice in God is no Quality, that may be got 
and loſt again 3 but it is his very Nature and Ef-. 
ſence. Deny him to be Juſt, and ye deny him to 
be God. And can there flow any Injuſftice yy 

the 


IC hath. . u . 
3 © b RBC Db thurnoer oO, 
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the pure Fountain of Juſtice? Gez. 18. 25. Shall 


zot the Fudge of all the Earth do Right 8 


3. A third Property of the Judge of all the 
Earth, which may render him terrible to us, is, 


His QOncontrollable Power, which no earthly 
Judg can pretend to. 


Here upon Earth, the Criminal may be too great 
to be cruſh'd by the Hand of Juſtice, he may out- 
grow the Power of the Laws. The Leviathan may 
be too ſtrong to have a Hook put in his Noſtrils. 


A Mans Greatneſs may prote& his Wickedneſs, and 


ſcreen him from the heat of the Magiſtrates Zeal 
againſt Vice 3 or he may find ſhelter from the Storms 


and Showers of Juſtice, under the Shadow of 
ſume Rogal Oak; his Princes Favour may guard him . 


from the Stroke of Juſtice. But none of theſe 
Caſes are incident in the ways of God's proceed- 
ing. He is ( Ferem.32. 18. ) the Great, the Mighty 
God. He is greater than the greateſt of Men, 
Job 33. 12, 


God is greater than Man, he is not to be heqtor'd 
or outbrav'd by any Sin, be it never ſo Univerſal. 
It is not a Mwltitude that can conntenance and up- 
hold Iniquity againſt him 3 for it is not only true 
which the Prophet ſaith, That a thonſand Years with 
him are but as one Dag : But in the Caſe we now 
_ of, a whole World with him are no more 

n one Man. | 


Caligula 


| 


- - ſtice, God will one day bring you to Judgment? If 
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Caligula, the Vane SE LS. willfd, that all 
the People of Rome had. but one Neck, that he 
might ſtrike 1t off at a Blow : So when the great 
Judge of Heaven and Earth ſhall execute Judgment 
upon Sinners, all the World hath before him ( as it 
were) but one Neck ; and if it pleaſe him, (as it 
did once under Noah) he will ſtrike it off at a 
Blow. 


We have not ſuch a God in the New Teſtament, 

.as Marcion the Heretick fancied to himſelf, 23 ſolis 

literis prohibet * delinquere 5 who gives no further _ PEN. 
Check and Reſtraint to Sin, than by Words and Let- —_ Fro 
ters ; that fears to condemn what he cannot but dif- 4p: 27. 
allow, or that hath not power to puniſh what he 

hath forbid. For though Man by Sin Sans away 

from his God, yet he is ſtill in his Chain 3 and though 

he may have put on the Devils Livery, yet he is ſtill 

within the verge and reach of God's Power, who 

can deliver him up to Satan, and make his new 

Maſter whom he ſerves, his Goaler, his Execu- 

tioner. 


that 
God is ſuch a Judge as he hath been repreſented 
you? Or, are you yet fully perſwaded- th: 
1s a Judgment to come? Do youfirmly and hearti- 
ly believe, that for every vitious Act, every ſhame- 
les loud Riot, every boiſtrous Oath or Rage, eve- 
ry Neglett of God's Worſhip, every AG& of Inju- 


I beſeech you then tell me, Do you believe 


was 


you believe this, and yet venture upon ſuch dange- 
rous 


*-Prin/guAM 
hoc circulo ex- 
cedasy redde 
reſponſum $8- 
natus quod re- 

ram, Liv. 


decad 5. |, 5. 
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rous Courſes, you are the moſt daring and deſpe- 
rate Perſons in the World ; and you have Cou- 
rage enough (as Cartizs did into the Gulph or Lake 
at ome) to ride in a full Career into the Gulph or 
Lake of Fire and Brimſtone ; or with Theſexs, to go 
down into Hell, and skirmiſh and duel with the 
Fiends there. Let me therefore for once ſet up an 
infamous Trade, read you a Lecture of Cowar- 
diſe, and aſſure you, that this Dofrine of a 
Judgment to come may be allowed to chill your 
Blood with Fear, and put you into an Ague of 
trembling 3 and that it may conſiſt very well with 
the greateſt Courage and Gallantry,to fear Him who 
can caſt both Soul and Body into Hell. For would 
it not dayznt and amaze the ſtouteſt Man that ever 
breathed, to look upon Death, when he can ſee 
nothing but Hell and Judgment beyond it > When 
the Apparition at Ezdor told Saul, To morrow thou 
and thy Sons ſhall be with me; theſe words did {6 
ſtrangely perplex and confound him, that he fell to 
the Ground, and there was no more Strength left in 
biri, Now theſe Torments are as certainly yours, 
if you continue in any unjuſt or vitious Pradtice, as 
if a flamy Meſſenger from Hell, mounted in his 
Vehicle of Fire and Brimſtone, ſhould now come 
and declare it to you. 


When *Popilizs, by order of the Roman Scnate, 
required Antiochws to withdraw his Army trom the 
King of Eggpt, and he deſired time to deliberate 
upon it, Popilizs drew a Circle about him with 
his Wand, and ſaid, Give me your Anſwer, and 
final 


| = | 
frral Reſolution, which ; may return to the Senate, be- 
fore you ſtir out of this Circle. 


The Day of Judgment is making its Approaches 
towards you, and you muſt now, before you go 
out of the Circle of this World, refotve, whether 
you will withdraw from the Service of Sin and Sa- 
tan, and thereby make it prove to you a joyful and 


an happy Day. 


You of this City have already felt the weight of 
God's heavy Hand in his Temporal Judgments ; but 
beware (I beſeech you) how you come under the 
Laſh of his everlaſting Tortures and Puniſhments 
at the laſt and dreadful Judgment. 


Many of you have ſeen the Pale Horſe St. * Fohn: 
ſpeaks of, prancing about this City, with one upon 
his Back whoſe Name was DEATH, who rode 
mn Triumph through this great Metropolis of our Na- 
tion, attended with a large Train of dead Corps, 
and plaid the Tyrant in ſo cruel a manner, as to 
keep Men Priſoners firſt - in their own Houſes, and 


* Rey. 6,9. 


- then remove them thence with an Habeas Corpwe, 


® the Grave, his Priſon, his Houſe of Darkneſs ; 
ſo that it might have been faid of this poor City, 
as it was once of Egypt, That there was ſcarce a Houſe 
in which ſome one or other was not dead. 


And after that God ( remembring Mercy in the 
midſt of Judgment) had diſmounted this King of 
Terrors, and cauſed him to ſet up his *Pale Horſe in 

D 2 his 


* Ezek.1 $.7,8, 


| Amos 4. 11: 


+ Mark 9. 44, 


*-2 Tim. 1-18, 
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his proper Stable, as having done Excecution e- 


- nough upon him; yours, and the whole Nations 


Sins {o provoked his Wrath, and enflamed his An- 
ger, which {by the removal of the Peſtilence). 
ſcem'd extin& and quenched, as to make him caſt 
his Fireballs amongſt you, and conſume the Beauty 
and Glory of our Nation with a flaming Deſtruct- 
on. And O that you could have ſeen by the Light 
of thoſe Flames the Things that belong to your Peace, 
leſt ( like the Inhabitants of Fernſaleme ſpoken of 
by the * Prophet) you may be faid to have ;goze 
out from one Fire, and that another ſhall devour you ; 
leſt you ſhould ſeem to be as |} Firebrands, pluck'd 
out of a Temporal, to be caſt into Everla5ting 
Fire at the Day of Judgment, into a Fire that 
is not * quenched ; a Fire, in compariſon where- 
of the Ralylonian Furnace, ſeven times hotter 
than .uſual, was but a cool Shade, and a *Plie 
of "Refreſhment. And the great and dreadful 
Conflagration this populous City did fo tremble 
at, was but as a ſmall Spark to that Infernal 
Tophet, but a painted Fire to thoſe everlaſting 
Burnings. 


You will therefore, I hope, accept of my De. 
votion, who am a Citizen by Birth, and a Na- 
tive of this Pariſh where I now ſtand, if ( that 
you may eſcape the Condemnation of the laſt 
Judgment) I put up to the Throne of Grace 
the ſame Petition for you and my ſelf, which 
St. Paul did for his Friend — * The Lord 
grant , that we may find. Hercy of the Lord. in 
| that 
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that Day, that great and terrible Day of Judg- 
mentz and that having our Sins waſh'd away 


- with the Tears of Repentance, and the Blood 


of Chriſt, which ſpeaks better Things than the 
*Blood of Abel, we may all be * Felow-Citizens 
with the Saints, . and of the Houſhold of God, * ?i** 2: 15- 
in the higheſt Heavens ; into which we beſeech 
Almighty GOD to receive us all, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous; to whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed by 
us, all Honour, Glory, Praiſe, Power, Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, both now and for ever. 


FINIS. 
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